Effect of metronidazole and ampicillin on patients with gangrenous or perforated appendicitis. A comparative study.
A study comparing the effectiveness of metronidazole and ampicillin in preventing wound infection in gangrenous or perforated appendicitis without general peritonitis was performed. Metronidazole was given as suppository immediately after the operation (1 g) and the administration continued for 10 days. Initially, one suppository was given every 8 h for one or two days, thereafter one tablet (400 mg) every 8 h until 10 days after the operation. In the ampicillin group, ampicillin (4.0-6.0 g) was deposited intraperitoneally during surgery, followed by 1.0 g ampicillin every 6 h, first intravenously (or intramuscularly) for one or two days and thereafter as tablets. Of the 50 patients initially present in the study, 7 were excluded, 22 received ampicillin and 21 metronidazole. In the first group, 8 patients had perforated, and 14 patients gangrenous appendicitis. In the metronidazole group, the corresponding figures were 11 and 10. The mean hospitalization period after operation was 6.8 days for both groups. In the metronidazole group, wound infection was not observed. In the ampicillin group, 2 patients (9.1%) had wound infections.